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Growing Together
Genre: Short Story
When Carmita has to move from Cuba to Georgia, 
she feels out of place. She misses the beautiful 
mango trees from her homeland. Now all she sees are 
magnolias. But her father reminds her that trees can 
be grafted, and so can Carmita. She can belong in 
both worlds.

My People
Genre: Poem
Legendary poet, Langston Hughes, writes about the 
beauty of the world and his people.

       by
Carmen Agra Deedy
Illustrated by 
Elizabeth Rosen
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   My
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Connect Across Texts

In “Growing Together,” Carmita explains how she is part of two cultures. 

What does the speaker in this poem say about the people in his culture?

The night is beautiful,
So the faces of my people.

The stars are beautiful,
So the eyes of my people.

Beautiful, also, is the sun.
Beautiful, also, are the souls of my people.

Key Vocabulary
 beautiful  adjective, pretty, nice to 

look at

In Other Words
my people men, women, and children who 

share my background and culture
stars lights in the night sky
souls hearts and lives
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